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EDITOR’Snote 


by Niki Valencia 
Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes 


Davie Bowie and Bob Dylan are just two of the most 
famous artists who happened to sing about the 
scariest yet most satisfying part of life: changes. With 
the end of another school year, the time of gradua- 
tion, and the start of a new season of hot weather, 
changes are undoubtedly on the horizon for most of 
US. 


Speaking of changes, the magazine has undergone 
many changes itself this year and I've been very for- 
tunate to be a part of it. I'm proud to say that the 
number of contributors steadily grew after each is- 
sue, the design became more aesthetically pleas- 
ing, and the theme of each edition varied greatly 
every month. Out of the many things I've come to 
love in life, this publication has become one of them. | look forward to seeing the chang- 
es and progression of this magazine in the years to come through the creative talents of 
future editors, writers, photographers, and illustrators. 


This special 24-page edition of Dig is loaded with tons of stories to take you out of your 
comfort zone this summer and embrace change on your own. From bicycle cruising in 
Long Beach, hip-hop dance parties, finger-licking food trucks and the Brazilian martial 
art of Capoeira, we have a wide range of articles to satisfy your itch to do something 
different. Rather than explaining what they're all about, dig in and read for yourself. 


As | click “save” on this last editor's note and file it in my “Corniness at its Finest" folder on 
my desktop, | know | will miss it deeply. But that's what change is all about — looking back 
positively on a memorable experience while continuing to move forward with a smile. 


It certainly has been a Dig-worthy year, thanks for reading. 


NikiVeQeno— 


Visit digmagonline.com for more stories, 


and be sure to like us on facebook! 


6 | Sports 

Read about the new LB Running 
Club that has been brought 
back to life this semester with a 
successful 5K marathon. 


8 | Film 

Classic movies met with modern 
day technology at the Turner 
Classic Movie Film Festival last 
month, and we have the scoop 
on it. 


10| Feature 

Tune into the 2012 London 
Olympic games this summer to 
support our 49er alumni. 


12 | Scene 

A local dive bar brings back 
the music that helped define a 
generation by hosting a hip-hop 
dance party called Bump 'N 
Grind 


18 | Opinion 

One writer shares how his daily 
commute to campus from LA 
has placed him in a unique 
culture of its own. 


17 | Food 


The ZaSo Design District on Coro- 
nado Avenue transforms gourmet 
lunches as we know them on the 
first Wednesday of every month 


DIGcontents 


20 | In-Depth 
Get into shape with a workout filled with mu- 
sic and fun and inspired by a different form 


of Brazilian art. 


22 | Short Story 

The legitimacy of the love letter in today's 
world seems to be a lost one, until one risky 
guy proves otherwise. 


DIG NOW & 


Matt Grippi 


May 4ih- The Avengers 
Finally we get ice see > if the Spanner that 
began with Iron Man and continued through 
all Marvel releases ever since will live up to 
the years of anticipation. Never before has 
a studio attempted to combine all of their 
most popular characters into a blockbuster 
crossover release like this. If it fails, it will retro- 
actively ruin the past five Marvel releases by 
making them seem pointless. If it is a success, 
it could be the most epic superhero film ever 
released. 

Luckily, it has a lot going for it. 
Geek-king and comic fan Joss Whedon of 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” fame both wrote 
and directed the film, which is sure to have his 
signature sense of humor and dedication to 
the characters. 


Rae Gath ; The Py e 
Sacha Baron Cohen became a household 
name with his hilarious semi-documentary film 
“Borat.” His new film "The Dictator” is a com- 
pletely scripted film about Admiral General 
Aladeen, a fictional dictator from the Middle- 
Eastern country The Republic of Wadiya. What 
makes it interesting is that the film is loosely 
based on a book called “Zabibah and the 
King,” which was written by the late dictator 
Saddam Hussein. This film should be good for 
some uncomfortable laughs, and will be a 
good gauge of whether or not Cohen can 
handle scripted comedy. 
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This film ceed Saher Be really bad or surpris- 
ingly good. The second installment of the 
Men in Black series wasn’t much more than a 
rehash of the first film. At least this one seems 
to have a semi-interesting time travel plot 
that they've come up with. Josh Brolin plays 
a young version of Tommy Lee Jones, and his 
impression is pretty uncanny. Plus, it seems like 
the aliens in the 1969 Men in Black headquar- 
ters are homages to old-school rubber suited 
movie monsters, which is pretty great. 


TEMPE WY 


of the Fenix 


Tenacious D has been gone for a long time. 
After their movie “The Pick of Destiny” did 
poorly at the box office, many said that they 
were done for good. However, like they say 
in their titular single for their upcoming album 
“Rize of the Fenix,” “The D will rise again.” 


The single is an epic six-minute head-banging, 
multi-part odyssey through what the band 
has been up fo since “The Pick of Destiny” 
bombed. Dave Grohl of the Foo Fighters 
returns as their drummer, and lead singer Jack 
Black delivers some of his best vocals ever. 


Yes, Tenacious D is a comedy act, but the 
humor of their songs fades away after a few 
listens and then the songs become enjoyable 
on a legitimate level. It is exciting to see The D 
going back to their roots and working on just 
an album instead of the soundtrack to film or 
TV show. If the first song is any indication, this 
should really rock. 


VRIES WORST HR ARTST 


The increasingly 
Todd Me ater 
Fans of Arrested Development will enjoy this 
series created by David Cross about Todd 
Margaret, a bumbling American temp 
who accidentally gets the job of selling an 
energy drink called “Thunder Muscle” over- 
seas in Britain. The series takes place over 
the course of a few days, and follows Todd 
through a series of misunderstandings, lies, 
and mistakes that may lead him to the end 
of the world, as we know it. This is extremely 
dark and uncomfortable humor, and might 
occasionally make you feel embarrassed 
to be an American. 


Television 
Dan. 
Al. 
Dick. 
oe. 
Selina. 


Ready or not, here she comes, 


VEEP 


Pes St SH 


HBO Soup HBO’ s new series “Veep” starring 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus, the only survivor of the 
“Seinfeld curse,” looks hilarious and sharp. It 

is from Armando lannucci, the creator of the 
popular British political satire “The Thick of 

It,” and is about a fictional female U.S. Vice 
President. In interviews it has been revealed 
that the actual president will be a completely 
off-screen character, meaning the show will 
be entirely about a behind-the-scenes look at 
what it’s like to be one heartbeat away from 
the U.S. Presidency. 


LA TE R (SUMMER 


ly 


st 


June ih: Prometheus: 

Ridley Scott is responsible for creating some of 
the most memorable visions of science fiction 
in film history. His films “Blade Runner” and 
“Alien” practically defined the genre. Now he 
is back with “Prometheus,” a mysterious film 
that promises to call back to “Alien” while also 
being something completely new. Not much is 
known about the actual plot of the film, other 
than it involves a group of scientists on a mis- 
sion through space to find the possible origins 
of mankind. This is an exciting release because 
unlike other summer blockbusters, we know 
very little about this one. It is rare these days to 
actually be surprised by a film and not have it 
ruined by the marketing. 


Se ES PES APG 


duly dd- The Amazing Spider-Man 
Spider-man fans know that 2007's “Spider- 
man 3” was a disappointing end to an 
otherwise enjoyable series, but it is still strange 
that they are already doing a reboot of some- 
thing so recent. The new film promises to be 
darker and grittier like the Batman reboot, so 
hopefully this film will be new and innovative 
enough to make us forget the old series while 
watching it. The villain in this one is The Lizard, 
a mutated monster who Peter Parker himself 
accidentally helps create. 


photos courlesy of Google Images 


duly 20th- The Dark Knign? Rises 

This is the one that everybody is waiting for. 
Christopher Nolan's game-changing Bat- 
man series comes to a close. How will Nolan 
choose to end his Batman trilogy? Some 
people think he might actually kill off the 
caped crusader. “Bane”, the villain played 
by Tom Hardy in the film, is notorious for being 
one of the Dark Knight's greatest foes. No 
matter what happens, this will undoubtedly be 
the movie event of the summer, and possibly 
the year. If it ives up to all the hype, maybe 
the Academy Awards will finally recognize 
Nolan's efforts with this series and give him a 
nomination. 


Aves 


u Bourne gay 
When it was announced that Matt Damon 
would not return for another film, it was 
assumed that the Bourne series was done. 
Apparently not, because this August the series 
returns without Damon. Jason Bourne is no- 
where to be seen, and instead the film focuses 
on anew agent, played by Jeremy Renner. 

It is unclear what this movie even has to do 
with Bourne, but it is assumed that his actions 
in the previous films may have an impact on 
the plot. Jeremy Renner did a good job in last 
summer's “Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol”, 
so it will be interesting to see how he does in 
another established action series. 
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“RUN THE BEACH 5K” 


EXCEEDS 


EXPECTATION 


{ by Elizabeth Villafan } 


“Run the Beach 5K”, an event hosted by the 
Cal State Long Beach Running Club, had 

a successful turnout for its first 5K mara- 
thon on Saturday April 14, exceeding the 
expectations of the Running Club. The club 
was aiming to register 20 runners but instead 
received almost double the amount of partici- 
pants with 37 runners. 


The run was held on the bike path located at 
the intersections of 54th Street and Ocean 
Boulevard in Long Beach. The path was 
right alongside the ocean providing the run- 
ners with beautiful wave-crashing scenery, a 
fresh-spring breeze, and a sun-kissed tan. 


Runners of all levels were invited to partici- 
pate in the event. 


“T think anyone is capable of running a 5K,” 
said Running Club Public Relations Officer 


Stacey Flores. ‘With proper training and 


a positive attitude, anyone can run! We had 


6 sports 


participants both run and walk during the 
race.” 


Participants for ‘Run the Beach 5K” varied 
in all age ranges from elementary school 
students to senior citizens. 


“We wanted to provide a fun race for local 
runners and I think we accomplished that,” 
said Flores. “It was a scenic course; we 
provided refreshments and a great raffle. It 
doesn’t get better than that!” 


All Runners received post-refreshments and 
snacks including fruit, cookies, bagels, coffee, 
juice and water. Free photographers were 
also on site capturing the entire event. The 
club also held a raffle, giving away Under Ar- 
mour water bottles, Fila sports caps, iTunes 
gift cards and Trader Joe’s food items. 


The 5K began at 8 a.m. and lasted until 
9:30 a.m., with runners’ times ranging from 


about 18 to 42 minutes. Although the top 
three finishers were club members, the top 
three medals were awarded to non-members 
in order to recognize registered community 
runners. 


With registration fees, donations and spon- 
sorships the run raised about $850. All prof- 
its went directly to the Running Club to help 
it get re-assembled after not being active for 
the past semesters. 


The Running Club’s goal is to encourage and 
foster an environment where runners of all 
ages and levels can unite and run together as 
ateam. They want to encourage members 
to live a healthy lifestyle, set personal goals, 
and most importantly, have fun. 


According to Flores, the Running Club is 
different than track because track is more 
focused on training and racing on the running 
track. However, the Running Club encour- 


ages the overall action of running. 


“The Running Club provides students and 
community members the opportunity to meet 
other runners and create new friendships,” 
said Flores. “Running is difficult itself, but 


uv 


running with others makes each step easier. 


Currently, there is no fee to join the club. 
Anyone interested in joining should meet 

in front of the Health and Wellness Center 
Mondays and Thursdays at 5 p.m. Mileage 
varies during each meet, but usually Mondays 
are street runs between five to seven miles 
and Thursdays are track workouts. 


“The club is open to students, faculty, staff A team photo of the CSULB Running Club after the 5K marathon on April 14, 2012. Photo 
and even community members,” said Flores. courtesy of Lizeth Escorza. 

“So even your mom is welcomed to join if 
she so desires. The more the merrier.” 


Make sure to keep a lookout for the Running 
Club’s next 5K and check out its Facebook 
page “LB Running Club” for other unofficial 


runs hosted by club members. 


MASTER OF ARTSIN 


F 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
AT CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY 
+» Participate in small classes with students 
committed to global change 
“* Travel and work in global internships to put 
your knowledge and skills into practice 
+ Lear with accornplished faculty who bring 

jj 


decades of real worid international expertise 


Dirivs * Orange, ( 


ie CHAPMAN 
UNIVERSITY 
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FILM FESTIVAL ILLUMINATES THE CLASSICS 
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A. Harold Lloyd, silent 
film star, races through 
the colorless streets of 
1920s Los Angeles to 
stop his true love’s wed- 
ding, the orchestra below 
provides the roar of his 
motorcycle. Amongst the 
beige sheet music, one 
musician’s iPad glows in 
the darkened theater. If 
there was ever one mo- 
ment to define Turner 
Classic Movies’ Classic 
Film Festival, this would 
be it. 


Technology pervaded the 
weekend of classic film 
indulgence, announcing 
itself in the sea of raised 
phone cameras as Debbie 
Reynolds shared anec- 
dotes from the produc- 


tion of “Singing in the 
Rain,” in the lively #tcmff 
8 film 


stream on Twitter, and 
most importantly in the 
restoration of numerous 
film prints that brought 
festival-goers seamlessly 
back to the golden era of 
Hollywood. 


The Turner Classic Mov- 
ies Channel celebrated its 
eighteenth birthday with 
its third annual Classic 
Film Festival in Hollywood 
this April 12-15. For four 
days, film buffs, nostalgic 
audiences, and curious 
newcomers converged on 
Hollywood Boulevard from 
all over the country to 
watch classic movies from 
early morning til mid- 
night. Cinema staples like 
“Casablanca”, “Singin’ in 
the Rain”, and “Annie Hall” 
were screened in Grau- 


man’s landmark Chinese 


and Egyptian theaters 
alongside rare gems such 
as Clara Bow’s “Call Me 
Savage” and Georges Mé- 
liés’ “A Trip to the Moon”. 


Club TCM at the Roosevelt 
Hotel provided insight into 
the glamorous cultural 
institution of Hollywood 
with panels such as His- 
tory of the Oscars’ Red 
Carpet and The Good, the 
Bad, and the Beautiful, and 
exhibited peeks behind its 
curtains with Hollywood 
Home Movies: The Acad- 
emy Film Archive Collec- 
tion and Imagemakers: The 
Truth Behind Hollywood’s 
PR Machine. Opening with 
the world premiere of the 
restoration of Cabaret, the 
festival drew celebrities 

of all generations, includ- 


ing Debbie Reynolds, Liza 


Minelli, Joel Grey, Mel 
Brooks, and Ginnifer Good- 


win. 


If any burgeoning classic 
cinema enthusiast ever 
felt lost, they need only 
have looked to their smart 
phones. Throughout the 
weekend, the TCM Twitter 
feed updated with screen- 
ing updates and celeb- 
rity spottings. Festival 
attendees joined in on the 
#tcmff stream, shouting 
out to their favorite films 
and stars. Whether in the 
Cinerama Dome, Chinese 
Theater, or in line on the 
sidewalk shared by tour- 
ists and struggling actors 
in Transformers costumes, 
the glow of LCD screens 
illuminated face after 
face. Attendees captured 


and shared each exciting 


moment. How did we re- 
cord history before smart 


phones? 


Perhaps, on film. For 
decades, however, most of 
early cinema was thought 
to be lost forever. Cinema 
began in a century of tur- 
moil that was no kinder to 
it than towards anything 
else, and preservation was 
not a priority. Movies were 
never expected to be seen 
again after their initial run 
in theaters. Audiences at 
Clara Bow’s “Call Me Sav- 
age” on Saturday night, 
recently restored thanks to 
modern technology, were 
surprised with a short clip 
of “the Holy Grail” of Clara 
Bow’s work: Red Hair, pre- 
viously thought to be lost 
forever until a single reel 
was discovered in Febru- 
ary by a man in his attic 
on the East coast. Those at 
the Egyptian Theater that 
night were the first people 
to see this clip of Clara 


Bow in color since 1928. 


While each of the festival’s 
films were meticulously 
selected to cater to ev- 

ery interest - noir, musi- 
cal, comedy, drama - its 
strength really lay in older 
films, mostly silents. The 
restoration work on “Call 


Me Savage” impressively 


erased the spasms and 
scratches that now char- 
acterize old prints, and 

the screening of Harold 
Lloyd’s silent romantic 
comedy Girl Shy with a live 
orchestra was a thrill ride. 
The TCM Film Festival 
succeeded in presenting a 
typically unapproachable 
genre, classic cinema, and 
making it more relatable 
and exciting than anything 


in theaters today. 


Robert Israel conducts his orchestra during a screening of 


The Festival should go on Harold Lloyd's “Girl Shy” 


to have a long and success- 
ful life, sharing excellent 
cinema with future gen- 
erations. Greater merit, 
however, should be placed 
on the films themselves. 
There’s only so much 

you can do to dress up 

an old black and white, 


but the original filmmak- 


ers - Lloyd, Allen, Hawks, 


Robert Osborne and Debbie Reynolds share anecdotes before a screening 
of “Singin’ in the Rain” 


Renoir, Kelly - did most of 
the work when they made 
timeless movies. As resto- 
ration technology devel- 
ops, it will be exciting to 
see what new treasures we 


uncover. 


TCM has announced its 


festival is permanent, so do 


plan on finding some new 


favorite movies next year. 


In the meantime, you can 


follow @tcm on Twitter for 


updates. 


a 4 


Festival-goers wait in line outside Grauman’s Egyptian Theater for 
Harold Lloyd’s “Girl Shy”. 


Photos courtesy of Turner Entertainment Networks, Inc. 
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2012 OLYMPIC GAMES 


WELCOME FELLOW 49ERS 


a one of the biggest honors 
you can enjoy when you are 
an athlete and an event every 
one dreams of being a part of. 
Fluorescent lights shine their 
way for miles around while 
people from over 205 coun- 
tries gather in one place for 
the same occasion: the 2012 


London Olympics. 


This will be the third time 
London will host the Olympics. 
The last time was in 1948 
and before that, it was 1908. 
The majority of the events this 
summer will be held in the Old 
Park in Stratford, East London. 
The Olympic Stadium, where 
208 events will be held, was 
built in May 2008 and com- 
pleted in April 2011. 


According to the official site for 
the London Olympics, “The Lon 
don 2012 Olympic Stadium is 
the most sustainable ever built. 


With steel a resource in short 


10 feature 


supply, the building was made 
75 percent lighter in terms of 
steel use than other stadiums. 
It also features a low-carbon 
concrete, made from industrial 
waste and containing 40 per 
cent less embodied carbon 


than usual.” 


The games are just under 100 
days away from now and will 
be an exciting thing to watch. 
Happening once every four 
years, this event is rare to 
watch as well as being a part 
of. Olympic training begins far 
in advance and is something 
almost every athlete dreams of 


being invited to. 


What makes this so special 

to Long Beach and you as a 
student is it’s more than just 
another sporting event to 
watch. There are three athletes 
competing this summer that 

are California State University, 


Long Beach alumni - all of 


which will be competing in the 
Volleyball portion of the games 
at the Earls Court in West Lon- 
don near the Natural History 
Museums. The games begin 
on July 28, so be on the look 


out for them. 


The first athlete to keep your 
eyes peeled for is Nicole 
Vargas. Her parents are Joe 
and Debbie Vargas and she 
has a younger sister, Diana 
Vargas who plays volleyball at 
our rival, University of Califor 
nia, Santa Barbara. Vargas’ 
mother, Debbie Green, was 

a two-time Olympian playing 
for the U.S. Women’s National 
Volleyball team. Her father, 
Joe Vargas, was on the 1980 
and 1984 USA Olympic Water 


Polo team. 


At CSULB, Vargas was named 
American Volleyball Coaches 
Association All West-Region. 


She started every match and 


BY KIM KURASZ 


had a 10.32 average for as 
sists, fourth in school history. 
She was the ninth player in 
A9er history to top 1,000 digs 
in her career. Nicole Vargas 
joined the Olympic team in 
April 2009 and will be one of 
the setters this summer rep- 
resenting the Women’s U.S. 
Olympic team, just like her 


mother. 


Elisha Thomas is another ath- 
lete the U.S. Women’s Olym 
pic team can call their own. 
Thomas was born to parents, 
Michael Thomas and Margret 
Cummings. Thomas has four 
brothers and three sisters. Her 
sister Briana played basketball 


for the Air Force. 


In her time here at CSULB, 
Thomas was named American 
Volleyball Coaches Association 


third-team All-American. She 


( 


( 


IN Ww ¢ 


on 


also finished her career here 
with more than 1,000 kills 

and 374 block assists. These 
stats put her at Number 5 
all-time record holder for block 
assists. Her record number of 
blocks put her at second in the 
program’s history. Thomas was 
awarded second-team all-con 
ference honors as a sophomore 
and honorable mention as a 


junior. 


In international competitions, 


Thomas had many great 


accomplishments. In 2003, 


she and her team won a gold 
medal at the Pan American 
Cup and a bronze medal at 
the World Grand Prix. Thomas 
joined the Olympic Team in 
January 2003. 


Finally, Dean Bittner Il was 
born to Dean and Ernestine 
Bittner. Bittner did not start 
playing Volleyball until 2002 at 
Lakewood High School. 


At CSULB, Volleyball Magazine 
named Dean “All-American” 


and also “Fab 50” recruits 


in his senior year in 2010. 
Bittner earned player of the 
week in his senior year. He 
also finished with the second 
record high at CSULB with 
1,872 kills and most matches 
with 20 or more kills. Dean 
also ranked third player in the 
nation and given the award of 
“All-American” by the Ameri 
can Volleyball Coaches Asso 
ciation. He also was player of 
the week and MVP numerous 


times throughout his college 


career at different tournaments. 


Dean went on to win gold 
medals at the 2009 and 2010 
Pan American Cup. In 2009, 
Dean was named MVP of the 
Pan American Cup tournament 


in Chiapas, Mexico. 


If the Olympics never interested 
you much before, hopefully 
now that you have fellow 49ers 
to look out for, it will. Head on 
over to a sports bar on Second 
Street this summer with your 
friends and watch our alumni 


help Team USA. 


(Left to right) Action shots of Nicole Vargas, Elisha Thomas, and Dean Bittner, all three CSULB 
Alumni set to compete in the 2012 London Olympic games. Photos courtesy of Google Images. 
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H ip-hop and R&B are 
genres of music that evoke 
a certain movement in the 
head, hips and torso -- a 
movement that involves 
high energy with somewhat 
slow and intricate gestures, 
sharp moves, and tons of 


attitude. 


The DJ’s at Que Sera, a dive 
bar in Long Beach, Calif., 
are fully aware of this as a 
select few created a dance 
party to satisfy the rhythm 
and flow of old school hip- 
hop and R&B tunes. The 
monthly dance party, called 
Bump ‘N Grind, brings back 
the same music that once 
burst through boom boxes 
in the 90s to the quaint 
red-walled bar on East 7th 
Street. 


“What | love most about 


12 scene 


Bump ‘N Grind is the nos- 
talgia of the music,” said 
Allison Slay, a regular at- 


tendee of the dance party. 


“The dance floor is 
crazy, people are 


all grinding on each 


other,” said Scott 
Along with the dance 
moves, there’s a certain 
feeling obtained when the 
beats and lyrics of Tupac, 
Biggie Smalls, and other 
old school hip-hop artists 
echo through speakers in 
any given room. A feeling 
that cannot be completely 
described, but rather seen 


and experienced. 


“The dance floor is crazy, 
people are all grinding on 


each other and it’s packed 


from 10:30 to 2 a.m.,” said 

Evan Scott, DJ at Que Sera 
and one of the three origi- 
nal people to create the 


dance party. 


The Bump ‘N Grind dance 
party has been welcoming 
in over 300 people each 
month since the first party 
took place eight months 
ago in Sept. 2011. Scott 
shared how the dance 


party originated. 


“Me and my buddy Jerome 
and Stella, we’re the three 
ones that put it on. Me and 
Jerome were DJing and 
neither of us had nothing 
going on for awhile,” said 
Scott. “Il had been DJing at 
Que Sera for awhile so we 
talked to the owners and 
they got us a night here 


and it’s been crazy every 


since.” 


The Facebook page de- 
scription of the event is as 
clear as it gets: “Straight 
from the LBC. We be the 
joint where the best of the 
90s underground and radio 
hip hop, R&B, and reggae 
tunes are playing all fuck- 


ing night.” 


Every first Saturday of 

the month, the tunes of 
legendary artists such as 
Tupac, Biggie Smalls, Mon- 
tell Jordan, A Tribe Called 
Quest, and plenty more are 
“grinded” to on the dance 


floor of the bar. “We cater 


to a generation that grew 
up on this stuff and we play 
music that everyone knows 
and loves,” said Scott. “We 
mix it up with a bunch of 


’90s hip-hop to other stuff 


like JA Rule and DMX. We 
usually play a little more 
underground stuff in begin- 


ning of the night.” 


Passion and dance moves 
are exuded from young 
and hip attendees, usu- 
ally holding in their hand a 
Pabst Blue Ribbon beer or 
a clear Dixie cup filled with 
a mixed alcoholic drink. “| 
like that | can get in the 
groove and come together 
and dance with a bunch 

of people who all love this 


style of music,” said Slay. 


“It’s a really good collective 
mix of people, no bad vibes 
and everyone gets along,” 
added Scott. “There’s a 

lot of girls here for some 


reason; the girl to guy ratio 


is out of control, but it’s a 


good thing.” 


If you can’t make it to Que 
Sera the first Saturday of 
the month, there’s a Bump 
‘N Grind Remix night that 
takes place on the third 
Saturday of each month as 
well. The difference be- 
tween the two lies in the 
DJ’s selected to play for 
the party. 


“We cater to a gen- 
eration that grew 

up on this stuff and 
we play music that 
everyone knows and 


loves,” said Scott 


“For the regular Bump ‘N 
Grind, we bring in guest 
DJ’s from LA,” said Scott. 


“The remix night is local 
DJ’s and a little more mel- 


» 


low. 


Plans for a special Bump 
‘N Grind pool party are 
also in the works for the 
time of year that calls for 
sunscreen and bathing 
suits. “We want to throw a 
Bump ‘N Grind pool party 
somewhere in Long Beach 
over the summer. We're still 
trying to find a location for 
it,” said Scott. 


The presence of this dance 
party is one that will con- 
tinue to last well past sum- 
mertime. Scott said, “as 
long as people keep com- 


ing, we’re going to do it.” 


In the meantime, the red 


colored walls, the stone 


(Top left/bottom right) Local attendees dance to the tunes of ‘90s hip hop and R&B at the 


floors, and the ceiling of 
the darkly lit Que Sera 

bar will continue to bump 
loudly on the first and third 
Saturdays of each month 
as people “grind” the night 


away. 


“As a DJ, it’s really cool to 
hear everyone scream in 
the club and see everyone 


go wild,” said Scott. 


Entry for the Bump ‘N 
Grind dance party is $5 
and the bar is cash only, so 
be sure to bring in enough 
dollars for entry and 
decently-priced drinks. For 
more information, visit the 
Bump ‘N Grind Facebook 
page. Que Sera bar is lo- 
cated at 1923 E. Seventh St. 
Long Beach, CA 90813. 


monthly dance party Bump N’ Grind. Photos courtesy of “Oh Snaps! | Was There” Photography. 
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Wha summer just 


around the corner, hibernat- 
ing Californians can hardly 
resist the allure of the warm 
summer sun. Hibernating 
Californians are those who 
stay indoors during the harsh 
Southern California winters. 
They pile on layers of cloth- 
ing, discontinue outdoor 
activities and wear hats and 
scarves when temperatures 
reach a treacherous 50 de- 
grees. The hibernating folks 
are awakened by the warm 
rays that penetrate their skin 
and slightly toast their outer 
layer. The sun prompts them 
to dust off their surfooards, 
skateboards and best of all, 
their bicycles. 


Impromptu bike rides to the 


beach, a neighborhood park, 


a local bar or a restaurant 


occur regularly in the sum- 
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mer months in Long Beach, 
Calif. The lively beach town 
has become one of the most 
bicycle friendly cities in the 
nation due to city efforts 
and resident enthusiasm 
toward bicycles. The city 
has increased the number of 
bicycle lanes, created shar- 
rows and installed more than 
400 bicycle racks throughout 
the city. 


“Most of the people 

Up buying a vinlaye 
bike offter they ride 
Ulth us,” said ferrane 
Beach cruiser, mountain, 
BMX , racing and low-rider bi- 
cycles can all be seen on the 
sireets in Long Beach. There 
are even unicycle riders and 
couples who enjoy tandem 


biking. 


In 2006, Long Beach resi- 
dents Bernard Serrano ond 
Frank Drew started a vintage 
bicycle club and named 
themselves the Cyclone 
Coasters. The name is a 
combination of the old Pike 
roller coaster, Cyclone Races, 
and the coaster brakes on a 
bicycle. That day in Septem- 
ber they picked up a few of 
their friends and rode around 
Long Beach on their vintage 
bikes. The club now has 
about 200 participants during 
the monthly rides around 
Long Beach. 

Riders of all ages come from 
surrounding cities to tour the 
city on their bikes. Serrano 
said most of the participants 
in the Cyclone Coaster ride 
are from other cities and not 
from Long Beach. Last month, 


aman drove six hours from 
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Modesto, Calif. to ride with 
the club. 

Most of the riders mount their 
vintage bicycles when the 
club meets on the first Sunday 
of every month. Riders with 
new bicycles are still encour- 
aged to participate, but 
Serrano said that many of 
them convert to vintage after 
the ride. 

“Most of the people with new 
bikes will end up buying a 
vintage bike after they ride 
with us,” said Serrano. 
Serrano’s bicycles, clothing 
and apartment are reminis- 
cent of the 1930s through 
1950s. He wears vintage 
clothing and hats when he 
rides his old bikes around 
Long Beach. Heads snap 

to take a second look and 
fingers jab the air and point 


when Serrano cruises by atop 
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his 1936 Schwinn Cycleplane. 
Donning a full tweed suit 

and pipe in mouth, specta- 
tors stare as they attempt 

to figure out if he has been 
transported from another 
century. 

“It’s a lifestyle; | like to dress 
the part,” he said. “My apart- 
ment is 1930s décor and! can 
drop my bicycle in the living 
room and it matches the 
room.” 

Serrano owns about 127 
bicycles. Most of them are 
vintage and only two are 
inoperable. 

When asked about his fa- 
vorite bike, the vintage bike 
lover chuckled as he ex- 
plained that his favorite is the 
most rusted and junky-looking 
bike he owns. He said when 
he rides the “rust bucket," he 
doesn't have to worry about 
theft because it looks worth- 
less. The rusty bicycle is a 1936 
Elgin Falcon worth about 
$1,000. Serrano says he loves 
vintage bicycles because 
they are like pieces of art. 
“Lwon't drop $5,000 ona 


painting, but | will on a bike,” 


said Serrano. 

The most valuable bicycle in 
his collection is a 1937 Silverk- 
ing Wingbar, worth $5,000. 
The monthly Cyclone Coaster 
bicycle rides draw vintage 
bicycle aficionados and seri- 
ous collectors. Serrano said 
that one month three riders 


showed up with rare Elgin 


Bluebirds, valued at $15,000 
to $20,000 each. The stream- 
lined Elgin Bluebirds were 
produced by Sears Roebuck 
and Co. in 1935 through 1936 
and were sold for about $35. 
During that time, the average 
price of a bicycle was $10 to 
$25.4 


Schwinn bicycles dominate 


the vintage bicycle market 
because they were, and still 
are, mass produced. One 

of the most popular Sch- 
winn bicycles is the Schwinn 
Phantom. It was introduced 
in 1949, manufactured for 10 
years and was available in 
black, green or red. 


Vintage beach cruisers are 


common in Long Beach, but 


faster road bikes from the Vintage bicycles hang on the walls inside the Bicycle Stand 


1960s through the 1980shave _ Store located at 1824 E. Broadway Long Beach, CA 90802 


-Photos courtesy of Sasha Milena Filipovic 
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also gained popularity. The 
Bicycle Stand in Long Beach 
is anew boutique shop that 
carries refurbished vintage 
road bikes, new city and 
commuter bikes and special- 
izes in vintage restoration. 
Nicole Maltz and Evan Whit- 
ener opened the shop four 
months ago after demand 
grew for their restoration 
services. A shiny blue 1970s 
Peugeot and a white and 
red 1969 Bugatti hang on the 
walls of their shop like pieces 


of art. 


“T's all aboul aesthetic 
Matiz 


“It’s all about aesthetic and 
functionality,” said Maltz. 
Maltz advocates city biking 
and encourages people to 
use bicycles as a primary 
mode of transportation. 

The owners of The Bicycle 
Stand and founders of Cy- 
clone Coasters have recently 
teamed up to cater to the 
faster riders of the area. The 
fast-paced ride, Velo Cara- 
van, started Jan. 2012 where 
lightweight and mid-weight 
bicycle riders are encour- 


aged to attend. The ride 
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takes place the last Saturday 
of every month and riders 
meet at the shop on Broad- 
way Avenue. 

The Cyclone Coaster bicycle 
riders meet the first Sunday 
of every month at Portfolio 
Coffeehouse in Long Beach 
and end their ride at the Pike 
Restaurant on 4th Street. All 
ages are welcome fo join the 
90-minute ride. For more infor- 
mation on the bike rides, visit 
Cyclone Coaster's website at 
cyclonecoaster.com, and for 
further details on The Bicycle 
Stand store, check our their 
website at www.thebicycles- 


tand.org. 


Two riders bike in the Long Beach Marathon this previous year. 
Photo obtained from cyclonecoaster.com 


-Photos from the Cyclone Coaster April 2012 ride. Photos pro- 
vided by Bernard Serrano 
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O n the first Wednesday of 
every month, people make their 
way to a small street located 
between a barbershop and a 
Walgreens. Aromas fill the air and 
chatter can be heard a few feet 
away from the entrance of the 
street. The Zaferia neighborhood 
in Long Beach, also known as the 
ZaSo Design District, has become 
a popular lunchtime destination 
for locals. 

Located on Coronado Avenue 
and Anaheim Street, the Lunch 
Truck It movement has much 

to offer foodies and those who 
want a break from their standard 
lunch routine. From 11:30 a.m. 

to 2:30 p.m., rumbling stomachs 
can enjoy a number of foods. 
Lunch Truck It offers gourmet 
food in an area of the city where 
it is typically not found. Accord 
ing to their website, their goal 

is to bring Long Beach profes- 
sionals, families, students and 
those who typically are not in the 
area to their district and make 
them aware of their part of town 
and the East Anaheim Business 
District. 

Lunch Truck It was first intro 
duced back in May 2011 and 
had a trial run over the summer. 


With its trial run resulting in a 
huge success, food trucks have 
continued coming back to the 
ZaSo district. 

Although most people think 
about greasy food when food 
trucks come to mind, the food 
trucks that make way to Long 
Beach once a week offer a variety 
of food. “I really like that I can 
come one day and have a grilled 
cheese sandwich and I can come 
another day and eat some fresh 
sushi,” said Alex Martinez of Long 
Beach. 

Each month, Lunch Truck It 
features different food trucks. 
Some of the food trucks that make 
monthly appearances are Fresh 
Fries, Grilled Cheese Truck, But 
termilk, Kogi Korean BBQ, Lee’s 
Philly, and Crepe’n Around. 

The uniqueness of food 
each truck has to offer is one of 
the main reasons people con 
tinue to come to the ZaSo Design 
District. Many of the food trucks 
are a mesh of different cultures 
resulting in foods that cannot 
be found around the city. For 
example, the Kogi Korean BBQ 
truck meshes together traditional 
Mexican style cuisine with Ko 
rean barbeque tastes. The truck 
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offers specialty plates such as 
Spicy Pork Tacos and Kimchi 
Quesadillas. 

Food trucks like But- 
termilk make eating breakfast 
in the morning something of the 
past. The food truck not only 
offers typical breakfast food like 
biscuits and pancakes, but they 
also have an afternoon menu 
that incorporates lunch and 
breakfast together. Some of the 
meals that can be found on the 
menu are fried chicken with cin- 
namon waffles, Hawaiian bread 
breakfast sliders, and French 
toast. 

For those who want a taste of 
gourmet food, food trucks like 
Komodo offer just that. A truck 
that offers gourmet food at a 
not-so-gourmet price, Komodo 
gives people an opportunity to 
try gourmet food without feeling 
intimidated. 

Although there are many 
trucks with different and unique 
foods, Lunch Truck It also 
includes typical all American 
food. Grill ‘Em All offers food 
for those looking for something 
grilled and delicious. 

“I’ve come to eat here a 
few times, and there are lots 


of choices, but sometimes I 
just want a good old fashioned 
burger,” said Andrea Lowell of 
Long Beach. 

Grill ‘Em All offers more than a 
typical cheeseburger. They offer 
choices like the Samoa Joe, which 
has cheddar, barbecue, pineap 
ple and beer soaked onions. 

Combinations of typical 
foods with new flavors are what 
keep Lunch Truck It alive and go 
ing. The pleasant atmosphere will 
also surprise those who wander 
into Coronado Avenue. With seat 
ing just a few feet away from the 
trucks, customers can mingle and 
eat while supporting food trucks 
from all backgrounds. 

If you are ever hungry ona 
Wednesday afternoon this sum 
mer and don’t want to eat at the 
fast food place down the street, 
make the five minute drive down 
to Coronado Avenue. There is 
always something new to try, or 
you can always go for something 
you already love. No matter what 
it is, it will definitely satisfy your 
mid-day appetite. 

For more informa 
tion on food trucks and special 
events, go 
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Sas somewhere 
along the line, Cal State Long 
Beach’s label of being a “com- 
muter school” has become a 
shameful stereotype for its 
students. 


A consensus has been 

formed that the label must 

be dropped. It even led toa 
candidate in the recent ASI 
presidential election - whose 
name shall remain anonymous 
- presenting a platform that 
would change the name of the 
school. The sole purpose of 
this proposal was to somehow 
make CSULB do away with the 
notoriety of being a commuter 
school. 


This is a baffling self-discrim- 
ination, but it’s not because 
CSULB isn’t a commuter 
school. In fact, statistics prove 
that CSULB is overwhelmingly 
commuter-driven (According 
to U.S. News, only 7 percent 
of CSULB students live in 
college-owned or affiliated 
housing.). The oddity in logic 
here is the assured, but still 
an unexplained, acknowl- 
edgement by majority of the 
students that attending a 
commuter school somehow 
makes them uncultured and 
unsophisticated. 


Having commuted to CSULB 
from downtown Los Angeles 
via Metro Rail for a year now, 
I've come to appreciate the 
art and craft of being a com- 
muter student as it put me in 
a unique culture of its own. 
Truth be told, the commute 
requires a grueling two-hour 
travel - an eastbound Purple 
Line train to the business 
district of downtown LA, an 
overground southbound Blue 


Line train to the intersection 
of Long Beach Boulevard and 
Pacific Coast Highway, and 
finally, a Long Beach Transit 
bus ride to the heart of the 
campus, which anyone with a 
CSULB student ID can get on 
for free. 


Ostensibly, the view from 

the train as it glides through 
suburban LA certainly isn’t the 
most attractive one, but the 
journey does make for a fas- 
cinating and enlightening ex- 
perience. The scenery outside 
the window transforms from 
the glossy LA Live and Staples 
Center to ramshackle cottages 
and shabby streets of Compton 
to the affluent neighborhoods 
of Long Beach. 


The fluctuating scenery is per- 
haps a true reflection of living 
in today’s America where eth- 
nic diversity and social strati- 
fication have created cultural 
differences led by abounding 
lifestyles, and yet, all of us are 
expected to conform to one 
common system regardless of 
the glaring gaps surrounding 
the values, beliefs and starting 
points of our respective lives. 
Storming through the morn- 
ing breeze, the train draws a 
thought-provoking portrait of 
America’s mingled state. 


That’s not to suggest that the 
disproportionate appearances 
of the places we live in reflect 
our character and the even- 
tual destination of our future. 
Because after observing the 
people inside the train rather 
than coming up with negative 
assumptions based on what 
was seen on the outside of 

it, | remain hopeful than ever 
that the fundamental beauty 


of human nature will always 
overcome our differences. 


On the train at six o'clock in 
the morning, | saw underprivi- 
leged students of Compton 
Community College studying 
laboriously for exams, troubled 
(but proud) fathers from Ingle- 
wood heading to work to earn 
a living and selfless mothers 
taking their preadolescent 
children to school, all of whom 
were too diligent, passionate 
and caring to let anyone think 
for a second that the world is 
doom for failure as we often 
believe. Their desperation and 
willingness to put forth the 
effort are a source of hope 
anyone, regardless of whom, 
can share. 


It's this very attitude that 
helped build today’s America. 
It's what became this na- 
tion’s fundamental belief - E 
pluribus unum (Latin for “Out 
of many, one”) - written on the 
Great Seal of the United States 
to remind all Americans the 
value of living here. It’s what 
allows us all to pursue our 
own individual dreams and 
still come together to form 

the strongest nations ever to 
be constructed in such a short 
period of time. 


The wealth of Wall Street 
banks, the glamour of Hol- 
lywood or the power and 
authority of Washington, DC is 
only a face of what America is 
today. But the true backbone 
of America is the hunger and 
desperation of those who 
never stop dreaming of a bet- 
ter future by refusing to do 
anything less than their best. 


CSULB isn’t likely to be on top 


of the American universities 
list in terms of quality dorm 
life any time soon, but that by 
no means indicates that its 
students are less cultured. 
There are plenty of invaluable 
lessons students can learn 
and appreciate from living 
off-campus. Where there is 
shadow, there is also light. 
Commuting to school certainly 
has its drawbacks, but there’s 
just as much to learn from the 


experience. 


Photos provided by Steve Han 
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Bac music thumps through the dance 
studio as men and women clap, kick and block 


to the rhythmic music. 


This is not a typical dance class, but rather a 
regular evening fitness class at the Lion’s Pride 
Kung Fu Academy in Long Beach, Calif. Called 
Capoeira, it’s a two-hour long game that 
works almost every muscle in the body. Part 
martial arts, part gymnastics, part dance and 
part music all combined into one game, in a 


Brazilian art form. 


The game is played between two people at 

a time. The players exchange defensive and 
offensive moves, with or without physical 
contact. The Capoeirists (people who play Ca- 
poeira) and spectators create a circle around 


the two players. 


With summer right around the corner, time 
is running out to fight the battle of the bulge. 
If you are stuck in a fitness rut, don’t sweat 
it. The game of Capoeira packs in so much 
intense cardio that those unwanted pounds 
would be off in no time.We all know it’s 
easier to lose weight when you are having fun 


doing it. 
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“If you are a dancer, Capoeira is a dance; if you 
are a musician, Capoeira is music; if you are 

a fighter, Capoeira is a martial art; you won't 
learn anything that isn’t part of you already,” 
said Professor Contra Mestre (Master) Xara, 


class instructor. 


People come to Xara’s class for the workout, 
but eventually they end up learning that it is 
more than just a workout - it is a culture. It’s 
not just about coming, sweating and leav- 

ing. Xara’s main goals are to make sure his 
students have a great time, learn about the 
culture of Capoeira and Brazil, meet new 


people and make lasting connections. 


“A lot of people have compared Capoeira to 
break dancing,” explained Amy Klim, CSULB 
alumnus and current Capoeira student. “It’s 
not really comparable to any other martial art 


because it has the dance part, too.” 


One day at age 14, Xara walked outside of his 
house in Brazil to go play and saw his neigh- 
bor playing an instrument and fell in love with 
the sound of it. From that day on, he began 


researching this mystery instrument. 


INTO SHAPE WITH 


CAPOEIRA 


BY: Patrice Ewell 


He discovered the instrument belonged to 
the game of Capoeira and is called the berim- 
bau. It is shaped like a hunter's bow with a 
varying sized ball attached to it. The berimbau 
has been used by African decedents in Brazil 
for hundreds of years and is the most impor- 


tant instrument associated with Capoeira. 


The music is performed when two capoeirists 
face each other in a circle made up of onlook- 
ers, fighters and musicians.As the moves are 
similar of dance, the music helps the fighters 
keep rhythm and adds to the atmosphere of 
the occasion.At a Capoeira game, there are 


usually three berimbaus playing. 


Xara has over |7 years of practice in Ca- 

poeira. He has 10 years of teaching experi- 
ence and has educated beginners as well as 
advanced students from all types of fitness 


backgrounds. 


“| have taught Capoeira classes, workshops 
and demonstrations in particular at public 
schools in Brazil, USA and France. | taught 
Capoeira at the Projeto Capoeiranga in Patos 
de Minas-MG (in Brazil), a free Capoeira pro- 


gram that helped keep trouble kids out of the 
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Club participants practice the Brazilian art of Capoeira. Photo obtained from www.cdolongbeach.com. 


streets in a poor neighborhood,” said Xara. 
He also has experience teaching music and 


Capoeira to children with special needs. 


Rebecca Valadao, wife and student of Xara, has 
trained in Capoeira for the past nine years. 
She recalled her first time going to class. “I 
went in a pair of jeans and big T-shirt and | 
was just like, ‘I'll just watch, | am not going to 
do it’,” she said. “It looked like so much fun 


that | went ahead and participated.” 


Valadao remembers one of the students who 
was pregnant with triplets go back to her 
normal skinny self after playing Capoeira. “We 
see people change,” she said.““We see them 
build more confidence because of their weight 


loss.” 


Klim estimates that the average person will 


burn about 1,000 calories while playing 2 


hours of the game. 


“We see people change,” 

said Valadao. “We see them 
build more confidence be- 
cause of their weight loss.” 


Xara warns participants at the beginning of 
class to modify the exercise to fit their needs. 
He also advises wearing loose light clothing 
such as tracksuit bottoms and a thin T-shirt 
and/or vest top because it gets hot. Wearing 
proper footwear is one of the best ways to 


guard against injury, too. 


“In Capoeira, we do a lot of kicking, so a bare 
foot is the best option,” said Xara.“l would 
advise you not to wear shoes that grip the 


floor too much.” 


Unlike other exercise workouts Klim has 


tried, “Capoeira is not a punishment,” she said. 
Klim summed up the benefits: “My reflexes 
are sharpened and | think more quickly on my 


feet.” 


Klim also mentioned that her 40-year-old 
brother-in-law also trains Capoeira. Valadaro 
stated a woman also brings her 3-year-old to 
class to practice. So clearly, there are no age 
requirements for this workout. Valadaro is 
nine months pregnant and still practices. She 
said, “I do what | can,” with a smile on her 


face. 


If you are interested in Capoeira, feel free to 
contact Professor Xara by email at xaracdo@ 
gmail.com or phone at (562)-210-2499. You 
can also visit the web site at www.cdolong- 
beach.com. There is also a free Capoeira club 


here on campus at CSULB. 
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Love Letter 


By Joe Cannon 


The Lost Art Of A 


Iam sorry that I did not introduce myself sooner, I just lost 
track of time. These quarters go by fast. But in case you are not go- 
ing to be in one of my classes next quarter, I wanted to give you this 
message. I would love if you joined me for coffee or tea sometime? I 
think you have a radiant smile and I would like to get to know you. 
I would ask you in person, but I did not want to add stress for you 
on an already stressful morning... 


M, friend’s blog featured a picture 
of this letter given to one of her 
friends after a class. It was a rightly- 
saturated photo with the rest of the 
neatly written text, which was cut off, 
barely peaking over the bottom of the 
frame. I'll admit that I didn’t finish 
reading it the first time; but the second 
I saw “radiant smile,” my face ended 
up in my hands in embarrassment. 


Not for me, for him. 


Love letters are somewhat of an 
anomaly these days. He obviously 
had to be some sort of fool to take 
out the piece of paper believing that 
“radiant smile” would actually work, 
right? He had to have some sort of 
blind optimism to put down words on 
paper and dedicate it to a, presumably, 
complete stranger. Imagine yourself 
sitting there, staring at the blank page 
contemplating your fate in the words 


you choose. 


You pull out a piece of paper, forgoing 
the use of spottedonthebeach.com, or 
Facebook, or any other website behind 
which would have been more socially 
acceptable to hide. Her best friend’s 
voice goes off in the back of your 
head, telling her what a creep you are 


for the ominous letter with that awk- 
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wardly placed “radiant smile”. 


At that point, you question whether 
or not you should write a letter. You 
might as well bring her to family 
dinner next Sunday. You’ll go, “Hey 
everyone, this is [insert name here], 
my ‘friend.”’ Your family will accept 
her like she’s their own and hound 
you about bringing her back next 


week. 


Then you actually have to ignore any 
inclination of talking to her because I 
guess it’s too stressful for both of you. 
So then you have to plan out how 
youre going to drop the letter off. You 
wait at the other end of the room after 
the teacher dismisses you, waiting as 
she puts her stuff away. As she puts 
the last folder into her bag, you swoop 
in and slip the note onto her desk and 


bump the door as you rush out. 


At least, that’s how I think it went. 


But I'll admit, after reading it over a 
few more times, I ended up rooting 
for the guy. I’d love to admit that I 
would ask a girl to coffee this way, but 
I wouldn’t. I'd say that I didn’t think 
he was a complete creep the first time 
I read this, but I’'d be a damn dirty liar. 


Do I think he should have just 
walked up to her and talked to her? 
Of course. But I give this guy credit. 
After all, the preservation of blind, 
foolish optimism is something that I 
can’t be against and kind of admire. 
The only thing that he proved to me 
is that love letters are now unconven- 
tional, a throwback to the modern, 
sexier versions of communication; 
you know, Facebook, text message, 
and the ever pathetic email. Versions 
of the love letter still exist when you 
sit in front of your computer compos- 
ing a mixed CD (Am I right John 
Cusack from “High Fidelity”?). To 
let go of the love letter would be let- 
ting go of the long-standing tradition 
that dates back to a time when a pen, 
ink, and enough inspiration was all 
that someone needed to show how 
they felt; when sentimentality was 


embraced, not rejected. 


If anything, a well-written letter 
with meaningful sentiment is better 
than a sloppily-made, two-minute- 
long, drunken message left on her 


voicemail. 


Believe me, I would know. 


May 2012 


Your guide to concerts, on campus events and local happenings 


Dirtbags vs. UCLA Coldplay 12th Annual Rags II Long Beach _Dirtbags vs. Loyola 
@Blair Field, | @Hollywood Bowl Rhythms Fashion Downtown Marymount @Blair 
6:30p.m. 7p.m., $61-$167.35 Show: “Checking Farmer's Market Field, 5:30p.m. 

into Timeless @City Place 


ee om Center, 10a.m.- 


eee ee 


Dirtbags vs. Loyola Drake: The Club Rideshare @The Snow Patrol @The Softball vs. Pacific West Coast 
Marymount @Blair Paradise Tour Beach presents Fox Theater- @Stoftball fields, Barbeque Classic 
Field, 6:30p.m. @Irvine Meadows/ Bike Check In The Pomona 7p.m., Ip.m. and 3p.m. @The Queen Mary, 
Verizon Amphithe- Quad, I la.m.- $43.80-$55.10 }la.m. 
ater 7p.m., Ip.m 
6 
Mother's Day at The Drums @El Rey Dirtbags vs. Andre Nickatina _ Dirtbags vs. Pacific Kid Ink w/ Done 
@Buster's Beach Theater 8p.m.,$20 Pepperdine @Blair @El Rey Theater @Blair Field, Deal @The 
House, I] la.m.- Field, 6:30p.m. 8p.m., $27-$47 6:30p.m. Observatory 8p.m., 
2p.m. $18 
Mishka & Anuhea Sugarland @Greek Kottonmouth Kings Belanova @HOB Dirtbags vs. Cal Berlin @HOB Sunset 
@Yost Theater Theatre 7:30p.m., @City National Anaheim 8p.m., $46 State Fullerton Strip 8p.m., $35 
7:30p.m., $15 $53.70-$112.25 Grove of Anaheim @Blair Field, 
8p.m., $20 6:30p.m. 
Don Omar @Nokia Jazz Reggae Daughtry @Nokia Jack White @The 
Theater 8p.m. Festival @UCLA Theater 7:30p.m., Wiltern 7:30p.m., 
$19.50-$149.50 12p.m., $35.55 $36.50-$56.50 $52 
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